C imes failed to inform the enemy |

ing pursuit they could be i train )
Lava - tactical
formation
used the so-called ion. The word lava is an abbreviation of the

ot word sl whicmeens hunting by driving game no an enclosed space”
by the y, to direct

tack i dto pening by partially assembling.

In taking up the lava formation a sofnia first formed line of half-platoons 50 paces to the front, on the center platoon and then
deployed that line so that there will be 1 Cossack for every 4 paces of front. In this manmer sofnia covered a front of 400 m. One
1NCO and 6 Cossacks remained with the

guidon to mark the rallying point, the so-called maja (lighthouse).

In the War of Liberation (1813-14) siilar formation was used by the Prussian Landwehr cavalry. The Prussian Landw
cavalry formation, generally delivered by bodies in close order, and attacked flank and
rear of the enemy.

Wlllum Balck writes, “To attack them (C¢ i i ile as the Ce ks i i collision
point. ing that the Cossacks o skillin handlis Lheu' sabres and
I i by i of the line i i d in size
i sperior stature of their f the line a disti the
Cossack in hand-to-hand combat.” (William Balck - " Tactics")
Prokesh im that the C¢ ableto ion. He wites, "The way of doing battle is for the

Cossacks the dispersed formation; the close formation is less natural to him. But one makes a mistake if he concludes from this
that there are no cases in which they would have to be used in closed column, in which role it will serve welL.."

The Cossack jumped from his horse and cri
‘Now you can catch me I"

B in described Cossacks' tacti Russia in 1812. "Each morning it's the light cavalry,
joined by Joachim Murat (ext. k) in person, that opens the march, the hussar and chasses regiments .. Day aflr day the
Russian rearguar By pretending scale
attack - and then melts away into forets, Towards midday th ussars
‘seeing the R eat. Yet General St. Germaine kept us

standing in battle array, bridle on arm, at our horses' heads. (Britten-Austin - "1812 The March on Moscaw" p 124)
Picture; Red Lancer pursued by Cossacks.

Napoleon's cavalry struggled in b m small wariareagait the Cossacks,including the

elite unit of

Red Lancers, Austin wma iy, Cossack: thel

off the picket. And again 'only flat out at

gallop and brought the news to our camp. Even an hour and a halfs pursuit couldn't

catch up with the Cossacks.' Mortified by this second surprise of the campaign, Colbert
oubles i ingl

Dutchmen with the warier, more experienced Poles.” (Britten-Austin - *1812 The March




